The potency of bovine PPD tuberculins in guinea-pigs and in tuberculous cattle.
Potency differences between bovine purified protein derivative tuberculin preparations produced in two different centres and also between preparations produced within these centres, were detected in tuberculous cattle and correlated with potency differences in guinea-pigs. Although assays in groups of guinea-pigs sensitized with either killed Mycobacterium bovis or live BCG identified the weak batches and listed the tuberculins in the same order of potency as the cattle assays, there were nevertheless significant differences between potency estimates according to the mode of sensitization and the preparations compared. The implications for the standardization of tuberculin preparation in general are discussed.